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THE 24 ELDERS
Without a doubt, the book of revelation is often seen as incomprehensible and bizarre. However, comprehending the apocalyptic genres, the early Christian life, the prosecutions, their issues, and fears makes it much coherent. This book has many symbols and images parallel to the Old Testament books like Daniel. Various interpreters, elude the symbols and images which were very common in the first Christians of Asian origin
.The comprehensive research of these is given biblical scholars a clear understanding of what St. John vision meant and how the Asian Minor viewed them. Revelation chapter 4 to 5 has a detailed account of 24 elders who represented different historical events in the bible and the relevance to the modern Christian community. In this essay, a clear and detailed analysis of chapter 4 and 5 shall be done to give an accurate interpretation of what the text means.

The Book revelation 4:4 mentions 24 elders who sit upon 24 thrones in the eyes of the Lord. The Bible doesn’t specify the identity of these leaders or their tribal background. However, there is some information given that allows the interpretation of to rule out some chances and consider a few more options. First, the verse describes these elders as male elders; hence they are not angles, females or creatures, but uses men as the identity of these elders.
 According to Revelation 7:11, these people are distinct from the angles in other places of the book. Second, the 24 men believe in God and are in heaving wearing white robes. Throughout the Bible, white garment symbolizes God’s righteousness (Revelation 18; 3:5, 19:8.). The men wear Crowns, and nothing has not been mentioned on the angels in the chapter and which the early Christian are said to receive (1 Peter 5:4) 
. Moreover, these elders worship the lord; hence they are subject to Him.

Basing on this description, these elders represent righteous believers who worship the Lord. More specifically, they may be representing Israel, church, or the twelve disciple and patriarchs (Mathew 19:28). In 1 Chronicles 24:1-5, there is one variation on view where the idea originates from, as the priest are grouped into 24 priests. If this is so, these 24 represent the church that lives in Heaven with good after the final judgement. Further, this can help alleviate the Israel concern on their presentation in Heaven during the tribulation time when Israel nation had not believed in the Lord to a large extend
. It would eliminate the issue of elders representing the apostle since John is an apostle. John experienced the vision, and he could have seen themselves among the 24 elders. If indeed he was among them, why didn’t he mention it?

Again, while the information isn’t specifically detailed, the scripture liked identifies these elders represents the church, those who live by the word of the Lord during the tribulation period while the judgment of God takes place on earth. They will witness God deliver his Judgement to everyone on earth based on how they lived. Further, these scriptures fit well in the historical event as the elder represents the Leadership of the Local Church (; Titus 1:5-9, 1 Timothy 3:1-7) which offers a clear picture of the people God worshipping Him after escaping the tribulation as recapture’s results. 
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